
GESE Grade 5 (CEFR B1.1) — Introduction

At Grade 5, candidates have mastered the Grade 4 language and are ready to progress to the next grade. 
At Grade 5 candidates talk about subjects of general interest — festivals and means of transport — as well 
as their own personal experiences. 

Candidates can talk more about their likes and dislikes, by expressing preferences and giving reasons. 
The grammar used to talk about the topics is expanded and includes the present perfect tense to refer to 
events in the indefinite and recent past, contrasted with the past simple when talking about specific times. 
At Grade 5 the candidate asks the examiner questions to find out more about them.
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GESE Grade 5 — Language

Exam format

Total exam time: 10 minutes

The exam consists of two assessed phases:

 » Discussion of a topic prepared by the candidate (up to 5 minutes)
 » Conversation on two subject areas selected by the examiner (up to 5 minutes).

Candidate performance

In addition to the communicative skills listed for the previous grades, the candidate is expected to demonstrate 
the following communicative skills and meet the language requirements listed below during the exam. 

Communicative skills

In the Topic phase
 » Show understanding of the examiner by responding appropriately to questions

 » Give information about the prepared topic in a series of linked long turns about the five discussion 
points on the topic form

 » Answer questions on the prepared topic, and participate in an informal discussion of the topic, during 
which the examiner will request more information, facts or details

 » Respond to requests for clarification and give reasons for making particular statements

 » Ask the examiner at least one question about the topic area

 » Take the opportunity provided to use the language functions and language items listed  
on page 19, where appropriate

In the Conversation phase
 » Show understanding of the examiner by responding appropriately to questions

 » Respond to requests for clarification and give reasons for making particular statements

 » Ask the examiner at least one question about a subject area
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Grade 5 communicative skills and language requirements have been mapped to CEFR level B1.1. 

Language requirements

Language functions
 » Talking about the future — informing and predicting

 » Expressing preferences

 » Talking about events in the indefinite and recent past

 » Giving reasons

 » Stating the duration of events

 » Quantifying

Grammar
 » Present perfect tense including use with for, since, ever, never, just

 » Connecting clauses using because

 » Will referring to the future for informing and predicting

 » Adjectives and adverbials of quantity, eg a lot (of), not very much, many

 » Expressions of preference, eg I prefer, I’d rather

Lexis
 » Vocabulary specific to the topic area

 » Vocabulary specific to the subject areas

 » Expressions relating to past and future time, eg two days ago, in the future

 » Phrases and expressions relating to the language functions listed above

Phonology
 » The clear pronunciation of vocabulary specific to the topic and subject areas

 » The combination of weak forms and contractions, eg I’ve been to ...

 » Avoidance of speech patterns of recitation

Subject areas for the Conversation phase

Two subject areas will be selected by the examiner from the list below.

 » Festivals
 » Means of transport
 » Special occasions, eg birthday celebrations
 » Entertainment, eg cinema, television, clubs
 » Music
 » Recent personal experiences

Please note Grade 5 candidates should not select their topic directly from the list of subject areas 
above (see guidance notes on page 4).
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GESE Grade 5 — Example activities

In the following pages there are some examples of how you can prepare students for a Trinity GESE Grade 
5 exam. These activities show teachers how they can develop their own classroom materials to practise 
the communicative skills and language needed for Grade 5. There are videos of GESE Grade 5 exams at 
trinitycollege.com/GESE-elementary
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Please note the suggestions given in this booklet are only examples of some of the many ways of 
practising for the real exam. The suggestions are NOT models to be memorised. Examiners will use a 
range of methods and questions to help the candidates demonstrate the required language of Grade 5. 

Choosing a topic

It’s important for candidates to use the communicative skills, functions and grammar for Grade 5 in their 
topic. Now candidates should be able to use ‘linked’ long turns and ‘respond to requests for clarification 
and give reasons’. The ideal is to find a topic of personal interest, the same as Grade 4, but plan to include 
some of the language functions and language items listed for Grade 5.

Activity 1 — Memorable experiences

At home, or in class, students fill in each statement with one — or more — ideas:

I prefer __________ing to _____________ing. It’s much (more) __________(er). 

Why is ____________ so important for me? It’s because __________________.

Since I was ____ years old, I have _____________.

I’ve recently _________________. 

I have never ____________, but I want to! 

I will never ____________________.

Add some more statements to the list. What language functions are used? Check on page 19.

In pairs, students say a statement and ask each other questions and ask for more details. Candidates can 
choose one to develop as their own topic. 
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Activity 2 — Memorable experiences

Which Grade 5 language functions will the candidate use?

 » Talking about indefinite and recent past
 » Giving reasons 
 » Quantifying 
 » Stating the duration of events
 » Expressing preferences 
 » Talking about the future — informing and predicting

Give each candidate a grid, so they can list:

5–8 points for their topic (eg I will never forget that trip!) + the language functions

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

Practise talking about the points in the grid in pairs.

Choose the best five points.

Collect useful vocabulary for specific details, for example: 

 » London — very crowded
 » skyscrapers
 » Mexican food — very spicy 
 » the accent — easy to understand
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 Your students can practise making points as questions.

Graded Examinations in Spoken English
Topic Form — Grade 5

Example Grade 5 topic form
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How we travelled 
there

How long
we stayed

What I preferred

Future trips planned

Where we stayed

Title of topic:

I will never forget 
that trip! 



Preparing for the conversation

Although the subject areas are wider and less personal for Grade 5, the exam is not a test of general 
knowledge. Candidates don’t need to learn, for example, new facts about means of transport. The 
conversation will still be about their personal experience. 

Start with the communicative skills for Grade 5. These ask the candidate to take a more active part in the 
conversation.

» Respond to requests for clarification and give reasons for making particular statements 
» Ask the examiner at least one question about a subject area 

Remember — the conversation will end very quickly if the candidate doesn’t fully participate in the 
conversation with the examiner.

Activity 3 — Keeping a conversation going

Give students a list of Yes/No questions, for example:

Have you ever:

 » won a competition?
 » met someone from ...?
 » swum in a lake?
 » played a musical instrument?
 » driven a car?

Students ask each other questions. 

If the answer is ‘Yes, I have’, ask for more details (When? Where?).

Each student looks at the questions you answered ‘No’ to. Think of a way to keep the conversation going, for 
example:

‘No, I’ve never won a competition, but…’ 

Practise the pronunciation of contractions in some present perfect forms. 
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Activity 4 — Example time lines

Now think of special occasions and recent personal experiences to talk about.

Draw a time line for each subject and fill in a few events.

Special occasions 

February June October

end of term party Ivan’s birthday passed driving test

Recent personal experiences 

March August November

exams holiday moved to a new house

Students ask and answer in pairs: 

‘Have you had any special occasions/interesting experiences recently?’
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Activity 5 — Asking the examiner at least one question

Look at the functions ‘Expressing preferences’ and ‘Giving reasons’. In a real conversation, it is usual to ask 
about personal tastes. 

Give each student a grid to fill in vocabulary specific to the subject areas:

Music Entertainment 

If examples are needed, here are some below. 

Vocabulary — List as many types as you can think of:

Classical, Folk, Pop, Rock… 

Examiner: ‘What entertainment is there in your area, apart from television and cinema?’ 

If you can’t think of anything, be ready to talk in detail about what you like to watch on TV and  
in the cinema.

Add to this list of useful vocabulary:

Television Cinema

soaps action

reality shows romance

Prepare some questions to ask about preferences and reasons.

» Students work in pairs. 
» Student A begins the conversation with a question about preferences. 
» Student B responds.
» Student A asks for more details and/or reasons.
» Student B responds and then asks student A a similar question. 
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Activity 6 — Preparing for other subject areas

The remaining subject areas are Festivals and Means of transport. 

Work on lexis. Help students to think of as many examples as possible from their personal experience. 

Think of ways to use the language functions in a natural conversation. Apart from the ones practised above 
(Talking about events in the indefinite past — Expressing preferences — Giving reasons) you could include, for 
example:

Stating the duration of events: ‘How long does it (festival/journey) last?’

Quantifying:    ‘Are there a lot of (festivals/bicycles) in the area?’

Talking about the future:  ‘Will you go … next year?’ 

When the students practise a conversation for Grade 5, they will need to use the grammar items (present 
perfect tense, adverbials of quantity etc) — see page 19.
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